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Terms Amateur & Professional

Originally published in 2016 NASSPDA Newsletter

By: Benjamin Soencksen

In the global world of dance generally no distinction is made between a professional

and an amateur dancer. Dancers distinguish themselves by their achievements and
experience. Everyone continues to take classes from everyone, young dancers get
instructed by older dancers and vice versa. Any distinction is fluid and depends on
circumstances. The same-sex partner dance community has from the start taken the
same position. NASSPDA's Competition Rules start with the statement that one of
the differences to the mainstream world of partner dancing is the lack of "distinction
between amateurs and professionals," which is in alignment with its counterpart in
Europe, ESSDA. Both organizations support "the categorization of dancers by their
proficiency level" and strive "to ensure that the values of inclusion, participation, and
fairness are upheld in every same-sex partner dance competition," a philosophy in
line with and propagated by the Gay Games.

Historically, mainstream partner dance organizations always had very distinct lines of
separation between a professional, someone that earns a living through dance
(teaching, performing and competing), and an amateur, someone that receives no
remuneration through dancing. These lines have significantly blurred over the past
decades. However, the concept of an amateur paying a professional to compete
with, developed and for the most part only practiced in the USA, is still a very
important financial aspect of all competitive events in this country.
Now, it isn't unusual, though possible, that a same-sex dance couple consist of one
dancer that is defined in mainstream as a professional, dancing with a partner that is
defined as an amateur, though neither pays the other to dance with, therefore being
equal partners (there is no guarantee that by those mainstream definitions one is a



better dancer than the other). Such a couple shouldn't and isn't considered a
Pro/Am couple, as defined in mainstream. But if within that scenario one "bought
oneself an excellent trained partner to win one's category," that wouldn't be fair in
competition to any other couple on a purely financial, if not proficiency level.
One can dispute the validity of the existence of Pro/Am competition within
Dancesport, but it is indisputably a part of and helps to sustain the competitive
scene in the USA. In order to incorporate this form of competition (only the amateur
gets judged, theoretically) NASSPDA uses now the terms "student" and "teacher,"
which seems to define more correctly the relationships  of such couples.
Surely, as with many other issues, this will be revisited again and again, as long as
our community keeps growing. And since growth is another never ending concern,
the inclusion of "Student/Teacher" categories might be one step that helps the lack
thereof.

Scholarships for 2022 NASSPDA Sanctioned Events

NASSPDA's Board of Directors is currently reviewing the process and levels of
support of NASSPDA's Scholarship Program, considering a broader approach that
might include support for attending international events and different levels of
financial assistance. Please stay tuned for updates!

Please use this link to access the scholarship application form.

(* please contact us if you encounter problems with accessing this form. A Gmail
account login is required)

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001lReKy-drc2gBHjH5uG7sc3Dd83KMvtdmxQVKw0-QC-BukLVGeOZVumbTYenTcCJjCNMPfJ_ujyW407Co-FBJXgWwnKcWxQ4wsA--XcGR5qo8CwJSNCZndkB8P5VMS1fZlIxDXtRPVUdSkVzlREQf5bxUBmgtOMMYlGXTg1M8kiZ0U4L7MA45A1C01cMHSeXH7m69n8X27UaYXGMB518Quxzg_m346hw3-JcPwBrStRlJz_hZlrH8tMWJ6d673M7v7ndGxi8KJqyVd3dE0LdAbinqiPexmfVC%26c%3DePj-cAvohbg8hmd8zfKha7c5Yksyx55SUevE31oYArIKdL1z44UEWg%3D%3D%26ch%3DtIcL_CoKW_xXf4zX_Hmo5IpI-VeNeZlox1HRLB_G0JlMV0_kVgXWnw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8671ddede55246810c0808d8d92b2868%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637498126673401200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zZOBQ41IuXMN4x1z4jcG%2FrPcMqiXmC6QHDVo5hSo8cQ%3D&reserved=0


Ambassador Program

In need of broader visibility, better promotion in the DanceSport world and advocating
for same-sex competitive dancing, NASSPDA is looking to engage Ambassadors.
  As many North American DanceSport organizations have changed their definition of
a dance couple, we are witnessing interest and participation of newly formed same-sex,
reverse role, and gender-neutral couples at their events. Many of those couples haven't
been introduced or exposed to NASSPDA as an organization; hence, they also do not
know the benefits of being a member of NASSPDA.

Please use this link to access description and details as well as the application form

(* please contact us if you encounter problems with accessing this form. A Gmail
account login is required)

Online Donations?

Recently, NASSPDA's membership and payment platforms have been under
malware attack and as a preventive measure we have taken down the feature
from the website temporarily, while we are working on it, that allows to donate,
join or renew membership. Any help from our community with advise and
knowledge how to permanently resolve this issue would be greatly appreciated.

Thank YOU!

Competition Calendar
NASSPDA Sanctioned competitions in 2022

April Follies, Floorplay LA, and New England Open have been cancelled again due to
the ongoing effects of the pandemic.
Stay tuned for upcoming competitions in 2023.

IFSSDA sanctioned competitions in 2022 and beyond

The XI Gay Games
November 3-11, 2023 Guadalajara, Mexico

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001lReKy-drc2gBHjH5uG7sc3Dd83KMvtdmxQVKw0-QC-BukLVGeOZVumM8IxFN-jjOYy--vDXtFAAUOhyvgqX7pRnjR68DmNbI-3VvIPAM0lGNEIKYrQA41dNCTLI_PNNmL_s5qRa-om9dFgsRbAakdXmvhgGiOXGD19CQL_KXGtBbv-9OFrcDsYP7WuZB-TeFUmIgdnGc8GCh1QiqwPB2LyvrNsQCVAFbnWRNioOMd5k_rYWoDm0DvoMusAweNlpwki-xokTzh-ZwgFZPTTgb-c8sTNVlbO5g%26c%3DePj-cAvohbg8hmd8zfKha7c5Yksyx55SUevE31oYArIKdL1z44UEWg%3D%3D%26ch%3DtIcL_CoKW_xXf4zX_Hmo5IpI-VeNeZlox1HRLB_G0JlMV0_kVgXWnw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8671ddede55246810c0808d8d92b2868%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637498126673411201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FU3b7KYYxkm0pS3lBjQMqtl2xlPYa0w6xbTbROl88DE%3D&reserved=0


Membership Information

Membership Directory

Have you checked out the NASSPDA Membership Directory? 
This is a resource to allow NASSPDA members to connect with others in the
community. Please contact Webmaster and their email webmaster@nasspda.org if
you'd like to be added to the directory (being added is a privilege available to
NASSPDA members only).

Dance Partner Connections

We understand how hard it can be to find a dance partner. Therefore we'd like to help
by offering this connec5on service where individuals in our community interested in
searching for a partner can proactively post an ad and/or passively review ads. 
If you'd like to post an ad, please complete this form. It does not cost anything and
you can share as much or little information as you want. 
Here is the Dance Partner Connec5ons webpage: nasspda.org/dance-partner-
connections

Outreach and Media

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001lReKy-drc2gBHjH5uG7sc3Dd83KMvtdmxQVKw0-QC-BukLVGeOZVupKQRoyQzs5sam0v-BiDgutlaZvK8E116HRfWelVxn4fAhHKpfg60v4dtdmh-fKlr32EMZFclzmrG7kYOYD6wSuJvi630zlaSKr44kXaUk3t4jEkwN_NjVqvV2T5g79r3z9x0BaAxSjQE-to8ikfY6pKTDm-L9Ug4__88d_W3QiC9bpvNnBGzi2QujELWZj5Y30r1xGZ_JylBO0Oob-s-VAI3EEPzmetxw%3D%3D%26c%3DePj-cAvohbg8hmd8zfKha7c5Yksyx55SUevE31oYArIKdL1z44UEWg%3D%3D%26ch%3DtIcL_CoKW_xXf4zX_Hmo5IpI-VeNeZlox1HRLB_G0JlMV0_kVgXWnw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8671ddede55246810c0808d8d92b2868%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637498126673411201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=P%2F80mDWLRpJZYcUYmYkpGKWw6kxv9V%2FYFxv7h29%2Fs3k%3D&reserved=0
mailto:webmaster@nasspda.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0016Oui4Th8ny7zSl-NB7L1-PtKsXVeSCG07Wor9LKSTuqobf_mQ-BUrNhV5BJTopMvN82HtMbS1PP9-oc7NpZSWxJp7RahFgeUISJq8ZB-h93mOAuBBngLzk8ndu6piFUshjUeQPdDVK7ybe79dsVTt7G6ngrgYeBW0nROb4wCwrscfjsVBuDswe2tl4yUYisDymkvHBuP7Pxetp-Pvbai8jqAPN6wvTkBWPw0pIkXyJZc1GCf6jvRNBPGsmIhmRZOMsl-zXGJ_LhFBBt_-Z3Aw98d6rd_Bl3JJo26FDaDMd55njByLZGB8BkWRaNTj-u4W0UkXrb1jg2E2o6DRd5xKaNTQQIgrE-ARtzqM4nievQrq6vGF801nJK3Z2W_Ow45nNTU7sDm8Z_wMqAiuBMxy6ikkOsWyfla4NVOizn2P7OrN3lDfDUQ6u__0PgZpKP9qJQjyRv6FtxEsURGYI6UXEw4x4wIzq8PmPNDLVoFGOrs7BsVd0_1aTpVIVLE7CeVZp4obL8VtsMuvcH_ITmZXPemicR2H0jgUSYTLvcxyBMoOcsLE0iVh_VIt2BdixnDVbUUhtD3IgHjrgNU69kEhO9-PJEvx9UxQzpm5sy7FJXDrsZG1EyDQzXGWKVRyxvaTSUw4IsEUHXxjvhgsa3DV1wYMCFVmc-NUQFXRkbdpVA%3D%26c%3DJNV5JRnl3LjstAfNvUWWaV2OAZTuDwvOoJrQ7DbsIDAiysXps_RROA%3D%3D%26ch%3DUwVWZVTNKxHHZhRPo-pTZ_rWgIj967RwG7hnEq9Mr917N1C6d1mGZw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4e6ef375640a44b689a108d9b0fe782d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637735429264800283%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IC1gu5H0fPl4BBKoJ%2F2eiumfETBsk%2B3tRgGKQd%2FllrE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0016Oui4Th8ny7zSl-NB7L1-PtKsXVeSCG07Wor9LKSTuqobf_mQ-BUrNhV5BJTopMvtor7_Iz9wHQjD8A8qN60pTztirgSrPEi5Tc_I6WpaD4FdHHtpbJqg8N8CJxfbCLPgdU0lAi2SR-XaVbIekEwTqmUhif9VGTGmYFElBx-qfY-AQJ0Ja0VU9Xo5j9vEMLt4ZlJu39c5fSqvFjKTbwSImqEe5_b0qYjjAqb314YGnWXYFwb3-5MJFUZ-YqZGplknZ6jnwiJcNtEs4n5C81FYiO10m5cLtjW88UnuO4NLPF0LwmOtF3Trqd_im1ydYusiSrOVVzOkKo7B_kVY0dY8pmO17a_lPt1OrHN5AuVz3-mQeQ6f2i2Jy1njA-4ZiDsJfzerayUEMiqz3uqLlEFFsUOxfBhJOzSiFnWzbfgxoliqULhFXrHCoyLXqOcoxsVQJYNW7u32wGntRfzeDdjYzhBCLEVNxBUKUPSGcyDCgJiYbo6UED4YS41R7R3du_gtBiJ_zIDZZgpQ9ayPEbxwTFs9FuBzfK0ysHmpRWcB21uuf2q31bwm1w8KEk9J_vdJHE7ArNtdZM1EFDAWtinynlvCogxEeUBfgHnZYHHDj5ErhfFWdxs8L6VxFqvpfxRB1b7y_SfTXVPbzJ54fuPK38QjipujDg9XJzge0xh-0TKSMu4ct9JUA%3D%3D%26c%3DJNV5JRnl3LjstAfNvUWWaV2OAZTuDwvOoJrQ7DbsIDAiysXps_RROA%3D%3D%26ch%3DUwVWZVTNKxHHZhRPo-pTZ_rWgIj967RwG7hnEq9Mr917N1C6d1mGZw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4e6ef375640a44b689a108d9b0fe782d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637735429264800283%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aGsKCxC9NNerbnzEyo8dWhxxcEFoJV2tL3BxVdLzoxU%3D&reserved=0


New partnership with The National
Academy of Health and Physical

Literacy (NAHPL)
NAHPL is a diverse organization that seeks to advance health and physical literacy in
our society, especially in K-12 schools, higher education, and in dance and sport
venues. NAHPL seeks to grow and advance professional leaders who will interact and
network on regional, national and global levels to expand health and physical literacy
opportunities for all children and adults.
As a member and mission centered organization, NAHPL encourages and facilitates
active participation by all members, advocating for health and physical literacy.
NAHPL leadership and members plan and implement professional learning
opportunities and events at the regional and national levels, and advocate for health
and physical literacy in Pre-K-higher education and across society.

https://nahpl.org
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